








































































































The Martin Luther King Jr.
[nternship Program grew
Lo where 20 minority
students were assigned
cach summer to legal aid

offices around the slate.

A Michac] Pratt

A Michnal Pratt is o bognd member of
Pemnsyhvanio Legad Aid Network Inc.,

o longtime board member of Community
Legof Semvies in Phiadelphin and diancellor
giect of the Philadelphin Bar Associatien.

1 you would fike fo comment on this arfice

for publication in ous next issue, pleese e-madl
vs ol editor@pobar.arg.
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* The experience “made me very
aware of the face thar there iy a very large
perdon of our population that is under-
represented in the legal system and char
under-representation leads ro further
disenfranchisement.”

* A person na longer in public interest
law suid, "All of my pro beno work is
acaibuced to my internship.”

As we study our pust and plan for our
future, we learn much from those who
have participared in the MLK program,
Of course, ity not a surprise that salaries
and student loans continue w hold
alumni back from cousidering a career

in public interest law. The fellowships

we now offer include u loan repayment
assistance element, and we are supporting
legislation now before the stare Touse
and Senate to creare a loan repaymenr
assitance program for public interest

lawyers.

We will build from here and expand our
program in aceordance with what we've
learned. We tnrend o create a Weh site
for as nrany of our alumni as we can find
and keep it current with our interns, so
thur all employers can find a ready and
rich pool of minority legal talent. We will
be producing a bookier and highlighting
some alumini when we celebrate our 15¢h
anniversary Ocr. 23 at the PB] Center in
the Wanamaker Building in Philadelphia.
We hope that you and your [aw firms and
corporate _n.m,,.__ offices wi AUPPOTT our
efforts wich your financial contributions
te: the Martin Luther King Fellowship
Program, 15£&:m for more placements
of fellows in public interest employment
around the state and helping to hring
niore MInetity attarneys into legal aid.

As Dr, King wrote so eloquently in his
letier from the Birmingham Ciry Jail

in 1963, "Injustice anvwhere s a threat
to justice everywhere.” Wherever this
article finds you, join with us in spread-
ing “equal justice to all” across the
commonwealth,

And for all of us, m:n_E::m_ e, this is

a msor_ opportunicy to remember our
responsihility to do pro bono work.

If those stll relatively new to pracrice
can handle 50 hours per year, so can the
rest of us. Let's all resolve to redouhle
our commitment 10 pro hono and
public service,

Each year, at the end of rhe summer
internship, studenrs are asked to wrire an
eway or other description of rheir surnmer
experience. Here are a couple of interesr-
INg eXCEIPs.

Roopal Gupta wrore an essay rirled

* “Real” Lawyer” in 1998: "As a Martin
Luther King intern 1 had an enjoyable
experience this sumnier and ac the same
time 1 learned a lot. Oune of the most
imparrant lessons I leamed iy whar ir i
to be a ‘real” lawyer. On the fisst day of
my internship, a new client came in and
asked, ‘Do they have “real” lawyers here
[at [egal aid]?” At thar poinr 1 did nor
realize thar there was a difference berween
a ‘real’ lawyer and a ‘not-so-real” lawyer.
However, through my experience of
observing and working with the arrorneys
[ learned whaurt this difference was. It had

nothing ro do with the law degrees, bur ic
was the attorney/client reperroire and the
gentle strength, compassion and respect
with which rhey lLeld themselves that
muade them ‘real.’ There were withour a
doube ‘real” lawyers working ar legal aid. 1
hope 1 can ke this grear experience with

n

mie and become a ‘real” lawyer une day.

Nexus Uzoma Sea wrote an essay in 2005
tying the words of Martin Luther King Jr.
to his internship eaperience: “[2r. Marrin
Lutler King once said, ‘Lite’s most urgent
question is: What are you daig for
others?” It was the need ro always have a
response to this question thar drew me
rowards CLS this summer. [ have alwavs
felr an obligarion to help those that were
less fortunate, ro be arong where athen
were weak and to srand up for those thae
could not on their own.” &



Martin Luther King, Jr. ToApply .
* Summer Internship: Cover letter, Pennsylvama

resume and three references. lﬂgalﬂ : n News ok e,

* Fellowship Program: Cover letter, resume,
three references and a writing sample.

Send by February 29,2008 tor
In 2005, an evaluation of the MLK Jr. Summer Cynthia G. Newcomer
Internship Program revealed that while the Chicf Administracive Officer
H 8 Locust Street
Harrisburg. PA 17101-1414

Fellowship Program

internship experience had been a very positive

one for PLAN, students. clients and programs,

the goal to enhance cultural and ethnic diversity
within the programs was not being realized. ) )
For additional information about our sununer
In response, PLAN created the Martin Luther internship or fellowship program, you may contact
Cynthia Newcomer
Chicf Administrative Officer
1-800-322-7572, ¢x1.216

specialty progran. law school graduates and cnewcomer@palegalaid. net Martin Luther [( ing,Jr.

attorneys who are new to practice are hired as

fulliime staff atorneys for a two-year fellowship. Summef IﬂtCmShl

Fellows are assigned mentors and supervised by

King, Jr. Fellowship Prograr in 2004, In

partnership with a sponsoring regional or

cxperienced attorneys. Salary and benefits are

determined by the host program, ! FCHOWShlp Pr Ogl'am

In addition, [oan repayment assistance, up 1o A " 3 O 8
P
511,000, is available during the first two years of : s %
P 1 . A Progreomn Establfsbed 1o
CHHSY varnla Honor Dr Martin Luther King. .
» N P R o
The {cllowship is intended to support and I.eg al A'ﬂ Sl gt X in His Pursuil of Equal Justice For AF
promote new lawvers who are interested in long

emplovment.

Louise Brookins Building
L L8 Lot Strect

limited to two vears HNarrisburg, Pa 17101 1414
Phone ™17 23691580

(Lol [rees BU0-422 7572

Fax: T17-233-4088

term public interest careers. Employment is not
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The Martin Luther King, Ji. (MLK) Internship
Program was cstablished in 1991 to encourage
and support minority attorneys to worl in

the Pennsylvania Legal Ard Natwork (PLAN}

programs across the Conimanwealth,

Prompted by the Pennsylvania Lepal Services
Black Caucus. the goal of the MLK internship
program is to promote cultural and ethnic
diversiy in legal services and 1o honor Dr. King.
since its inception, over 260 law students have

participated in the program

Summeer internships are available throughourt the
PLAN during the summer months for current | L
or IL law students who are social justice oricnted

and desire an epportunity 10 make a difference.

The MLK Internship is an integral pact of the
PLAN goal w inwiate new lawyers to the lifelong
commitment of providing access to justice for all

individuals regardless of their ability w pay

Students engage i unique situations through
which they can beter understand the special legal
issues [acmng individuals who live in poverty and
low-income communities. In turn, the interns
provide valuable and necessary service o clients

of the PLAN offices in which they are placed.

Rasheedan Phillips
— 2007 MLK
Recagnition Banguet.

Law students experience the real world of legal
advocacy. PLAN secks opportunities for MLK Interns
Lo experience direct client contact, participate in court
and administralive hearings (for those certified). and
conduct legal research and writing on actual cases
ander the supervision of seasoned legal aid attorneys.
Each MLK intern s treated as a valuable member of
the legal staff and is expected o participate in case

strategy and contribute to overall case management,

PLAN awards 10 paid internships cach summer 1o law
swudents who participate in legal services work over

the traditional 10-weck summer internship period.

Bernardo Corbajal and Taisha Chambers — 2007 MLK Summer Interns
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Words of Experience frown
Stuicdent Druine Major Essa)'s

“This internship experience has not only provided me
with a deeper understanding of the situation of the
poor in America, but also with a renewed confidence
chat | will be able to use my profession and my life as
a medium for change.”

Seema Pereira
MLK Intern 2007

“Public incerest programs, such as Friends of
Farmworkers, are vital not only for the legal
services they provide, but for the basic humanity
which they represent.”

Jackie Castaneda
MLK Intern 2007

“The cliencs | interacted with this summer taught me
the importance of listening and making a sincere
effort of placing myself in their shoes and viewing
life from their perspectdive, Behind every chent
represented by legal aid, there is a story to be told
and a voice that needs to be heard”

Mark Reccek
MLK Intern 2007

“Hands down, this has to be the best working
environment | have ever had the pleasure to be a part
of. Everyone is open to answer any of my questions
or concerns. making sure | have the best experience
possible. Although we come from such different
backgrounds we all share the same goal.”

Karen Fernandez
MLK Intern 2007

The Pennsyivania Legal Aid Network. Ine. is the principal funding and oversight
agencey for organizations that comprise the Pennsyivania Legal Aid Network.

The Permsy vania Legal Aid Network (PLANY is the community of legal services
organizations that provide legal assistance 1o low income residents of Pennsylhvania.




